
6000
BCE

1000
BCE

500
BCE

100
BCE

100
CE

500
CE

COMMON
ERA BEGINS

1000
CE

EASTERN EVENTS

WESTERN EVENTS

The First
Olympic
Games

776 BCE

Life of
Buddha
565–483

BCE

Life of
Confucius
551–479

BCE

Great Wall of
China begun

215 BCE

Buddhism enters China
from India, Taoism
becomes popular 

CE 100
Tea first cultivated

CE 600

The Great
Pyramids

2600–2475 BCE

Founding
of Rome
753 BCE

Parthenon
built

447–432
BCE

Silk
Road

opened
139 BCE

The
Colosseum
CE 70–80

Life of
Constantine
CE 306–337

Fall of the
Roman Empire

CE 476

Life of
Mohammed
CE 570–632

Charlemagne
crowned first
Holy Roman

Emperor
CE 800

Venus
de Milo
sculpted
140 BCE

QIN DYNASTY 221–206 BCENEOLITHIC PERIOD XIA, SHANG, CHOU DYNASTIES 21st – 3rd CENTURIES BCE HAN DYNASTY 206 BCE–CE 220
SUI DYNASTY
CE 581–618

TANG DYNASTY
CE 618–906

FIVE DYNASTIES
CE 906–960

PERIOD OF NORTHERN & SOUTHERN
DYNASTIES CE 386–589

900
CE

1000
CE

1100
CE

1200
CE

1300
CE

EASTERN EVENTS

WESTERN EVENTS

Song dynasty
reunites China

CE 960
Forbidden City

CE 1179

Ghengis Khan founds
Mongol empire

CE 1206

All of China brought
under Mongol rule

CE 1279

The Bayeux
Tapestry

CE 1070–1080

The Battle
of Hastings
CE 1066

Viking Raids
9th–11th centuries CE

Cathedral of Notre
Dame, Paris

CE 1163–1250

Magna carta
CE 1215

the Inquisition
begins

CE 1233

Marco Polo’s 
journey to China
CE 1271–1292

First Crusade
begins

CE 1095

NORTHERN SONG DYNASTY CE 960–1127 SOUTHERN SONG DYNASTY CE 1127–1279

LIAO DYNASTY  CE 907–1125 JIN DYNASTY CE 1115–1234

1200
CE

1300
CE

1400
CE

1500
CE

1600
CE

1700
CE

EASTERN EVENTS

WESTERN EVENTS

Approximately 400,000 artisans are
employed by Chinese government

CE 1285

An epidemic devastates 
population of northern China
(possibly start of the plague

that soon hits Europe
CE 1331–1334)

Construction 
of Forbidden
City begins
CE 1406

the 
Great Wall 
is extended
northward
CE 1474

Ming capital moved 
to Peking, Forbidden

City becomes 
northern capital

CE 1421

A Portugese ship
arrives in China bringing

the first Europeans to
reach China by sea

CE 1517

Father Matteo Ricci,
a Jesuit missionary,

arrives in China
CE 1583

Qing
dynasty
begins

CE 1644

Giotto paints
Arena Chapel

CE 1305

Leonardo
paints 

Mona Lisa
CE 1503

Columbus
discovers
the “New
World”

CE 1492

Ghiberti makes
Gates of Paradise,

Florence, Italy
CE 1425–1452

Protestant Reformation
begun by Martin Luther

CE 1517

Galileo invents
telescope
CE 1609

The Black Death
CE 1340–1400

YUAN DYNASTY  CE 1279–1368SOUTHERN SONG DYNASTY CE 1127–1279 MING DYNASTY  CE 1368–1644

1600
CE

1700
CE

1800
CE

1900
CE

2000
CE

EASTERN EVENTS

WESTERN EVENTS

Manchus conquer
Peking and establish

Qing dynasty
CE 1644

Lord Macartney leads 
British embassy to China

CE 1763

Britain defeats China
in Opium War

CE 1842

May 4th
Movement
CE 1919

People’s
Republic 
of China 

under Mao
CE 1949

China’s
“Transition to

Socialism”
CE 1953–1957

Rubens paints
Triumph of
Divine Love

CE 1625

Vermeer paints
Girl with a

Pearl Earring
CE 1665

Reign of
Catherine
the Great

CE 1762–1796

United States
Declaration of
Independence

CE 1776

French
Revolution
CE 1789

English defeat
Napoleon at

Waterloo
CE 1815

Marx writes
Communist
Manifesto
CE 1848

World War I
CE 1914–1918

World War II
CE 1939–1945

China signs
“Treaty of

Friendship”
with Russia

CE 1950

Vietnam
cease-fire
CE 1973

Palace of
Versailles
CE 1669

QING DYNASTY  CE 1644–1912 CHINESE REPUBLIC  CE 1911


