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Heating and Hot Water in the Ca’ d’Zan 

Steam Supply 

Because of its size, the Ca’ d’Zan mansion had a heating plant befitting a small apartment building. Two 

large 48-inch oil-burning Ideal Water Tube Boilers from the American Radiator Company were installed 

“in battery.” Together they could provide enough steam to heat 25,000 square feet of occupied space. 

Although the mansion has a total of 36,000 square feet of living space, only 23,000 square feet was 

heated (now that same area is under air conditioning). 

Each boiler was 12 feet long, 5 foot 9 inches wide, and 6 feet 10 inches tall. 

 

The boilers were fed from two large oil tanks buried under the driveway on the east side of the house. 

These tanks were removed around 2008 to prevent them collapsing unexpectantly. 
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Radiators 

The boilers fed steam to radiators located throughout the house. Some of these have been removed (for 

instance, in the valet’s pantry), but many are still in their original locations (for instance, in the kitchen). 

 
Radiator in the Kitchen of Ca’ d’Zan 

Each radiator had a valve to regulate the incoming steam, and a “trap” to let the condensed water 

return to the boiler while maintaining steam pressure. 
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All the radiators were fitted with a Webster 5-series Sylphon trap.  

 

In the kitchen and pantry, the input valves were Webster Type W Modulation Valves. These were 

operated manually and required access to the radiator. 
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Close up of the radiator in the Kitchen of Ca’ d’Zan 
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Radiators 

In much of the rest of the house, the input valves were controlled by a thermostat. This was part of a 

complex system from the Johnson Service Company. 

 

 
The thermostat in the Great Court of Ca’ d’Zan 
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Unlike a modern thermostat that sends an electric signal when the temperature reaches a set point, the 

thermostats in the Ca’ d’Zan used a complex pneumatic system of air pipes and Johnson Sylphon heat 

control valves. An air tank in the basement was pressurized by a small electric motor. Supply air lines ran 

from the tank to each of the thermostats throughout the house, and then from each thermostat to the 

radiator. The thermostats would modulate the air pressure based on the room temperature, which 

would then operate the Sylphon valve and regulate the flow of steam. 

 

 
Photo credit: HeatingHelp.com 
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Most of the pneumatically controlled valves are behind radiator covers in the Ca’ d’Zan, but you can see 

an entire assembly in the bathroom of the fourth-floor tower bedroom. There you can see the incoming 

steam pipe with the Johnson Sylphon valve on top, and the ¼ inch copper air line running to the valve: 

 

 
Radiator in the Fourth Floor Bathroom 

Photo credit: Kristy Cambron on YouTube 
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Hot Water 

With fifteen bathrooms, a laundry room, and sinks in the kitchen, pantry, and tap room, there was a 

very large demand for hot water in the Ca’ d’Zan. This was complicated by needing to supply heated 

saltwater to the bathrooms in both John’s and Mable’s suite. It is likely, but unconfirmed, that there 

were four or more hot water heaters serving different zones in the house. All would have been oil-fired 

and located in the basement of the house. 

 

In a typical arrangement from 1925, steam from an American Radiator Company (ARCO) boiler fed a 

heat exchanger from the Thermal Appliance Company (T.A.CO.), which continuously warmed water that 

was stored in a separate tank. The “Ideal Fitter” manual says that: 

“The Steam Taco Domestic Hot Water Heating Outfit, being very simple and compact, including 

Taco Heater and storage tank in connection with an Ideal steam heating boiler, offers several 

decided advantages. 

“It relieves the boiler of any possible excessive water pressure by transferring it to the Taco 

Heater. It keeps the boiler clean by precipitating in the Taco, lime or other foreign matter; and 

the Taco is accessible for easy cleaning or replacement. It insures a supply of hot water free of 

discoloration, because the interior of the Taco consists of copper and bronze. Also, the automatic 

regulation on the boiler maintains fuel economy and prevents overheating of water.” 
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